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GERMANIA  CONTRA  MUNDUM 

It  would  obviously  be  premature  to  discuss  in  any- 
thing approaching  to  detail  the  terms  upon  which 
the  present  war  might  be  brought  to  a  conclusion- 
But  it  is  not  too  early  to  indicate  what  Great  Britain 
and  her  Allies  are  righting  for,  what  are  the  results 
which  have  so  far  followed  the  rebellion  of  the  German 
Government  and  nation  against  all  the  canons  hereto- 
fore received  as  the  foundations  on  which  modern 
civilization  rests,  and  what  consequences  would  almost 
certainly  ensue  in  the  event  of  Germany  emerging 
victorious  from  the  present  titanic  contest.  When 
a  clear  idea  is  gained  on  these  points  it  will,  at  all 
events,  be  possible  to  foreshadow  a  few  of  the  leading 
principles  which  should  be  borne  in  mind  when  the 
moment  arrives  to  discuss  the  terms  of  peace. 
I  propose,  therefore,  to  deal  with  these  points  in  the 
present  essay.  One  of  the  reasons  which  has  induced 
me  to  adopt  this  course  is  the  belief  that  it  is  at  the 
present  time  the  bounden  duty  of  every  one  who  can, 
in  however  small  a  degree,  gain  the  ear  of  the  public, 
arid  who,  from  advancing  years  or  other  causes,  is 
incapacitated  from  rendering  other  and  possibly 
more  valuable  services,  to  use  his  voice  or  pen  in 
order  to  bring  home  to  his  countrymen  and  country- 
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women  the  realities  of  the  situation.  I  cannot  aspire 
to  throw  any  new  light  on  that  situation,  or  to  say 
anything  which  has  not  already  been  said  in  various 
forms  by  other  politicians  or  journalists,  who  in  many 
cases  can  speak  with  far  greater  authority  than 
myself.  I  have  not  since  I  was  a  boy  resided  for  any 
length  of  time  in  Germany.  My  views  as  to  the 
internal  condition  of  that  country  and  on  the  general 
trend  of  German  public  opinion  must,  therefore,  be 
derived  from  the  testimony  of  others.  The  only 
personal  qualification  I  can  adduce  as  a  plea  to  obtain 
a  hearing  is  that  for  a  period  of  twenty-four  years  I 
occupied  a  diplomatic  post  which  gave  me  some  in- 
sight into  the  practices  and  methods  of  German 
statesmen,  that  my  experience  led  me  to  form  a  very 
unfavourable  opinion  of  those  practices  and  methods, 
and  that,  when  freed  from  the  trammels  of  official 
life,  I  lost  no  opportunity  of  warning  my  countrymen 
of  the  German  danger. 

It  is  submitted,  moreover,  that  in  this  special  case 
the  reiteration  of  facts  and  opinions  which  are  generally 
accepted,  and  even,  with  due  acknowledgment,  the 
piracy  of  the  views  of  others,  is  very  pardonable.  The 
English-speaking  race  are  tenacious  of  ideas  when 
they  have  once  been  acquired,  but,  especially  when 
they  reside  not  on  the  Western  but  on  the  Eastern 
shores  of  the  Atlantic,  they  are  a  slow-moving  and 
slow-thinking  people.  They  are  conservative  in  the 
sense  that  it  requires  a  prodigious  effort  to  make  them 
change  their  habits  of  thought  or  modify  any  acquired 
and  deeply  rooted  opinions.  They  are  far  less  quick- 
witted and  versatile  than  Celts  or  Latins.  Goethe's 
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disparaging  remarks  upon  the  average  intelligence 
of  Englishmen  are  well  known ;  and  whilst  their 
political  instinct,  amounting  almost  to  genius,  has 
been  generally  recognized  by  all  foreign  observers,  a 
very  clever  and  patriotic  Englishman  with  a  turn  for 
humorous  paradox  has  not  hesitated  to  vaunt  their 
want  of  any  conspicuous  degree  of  intelligence  as  a 
political  virtue.  "  Why,"  Mr.  Bagehot  said  in  one  of 
his  Literary  Studies,  "  do  the  stupid  people  always 
win  and  the  clever  people  always  lose  ?  I  need  not 
say  that  in  real  sound  stupidity  the  English  people 
are  unrivalled."  If,  therefore,  this  somewhat  un- 
complimentary description  of  English  national  char- 
acteristics be  in  any  degree  correct,  it  would  appear 
that  the  method  best  calculated  to  ensure  a  true 
appreciation  of  the  present  situation  is  that  which 
was  adopted  by  Mr.  Cobden  during  the  Anti-Corn 
Law  agitation.  It  consisted  in  a  number  of  persons, 
animated  by  the  same  motives  and  aiming  at  the 
same  objects,  repeating  the  same  facts  and  arguments 
over  and  over  again  in  slightly  different  language 
to  all  who  were  willing  to  give  them  a  hearing.  My 
sole  ambition  is,  so  far  as  health  and  strength  will 
allow  me,  to  be  enrolled  amongst  the  participators 
in  this  righteous  crusade. 

For  what  are  we  fighting  ? 

What,  therefore,  are  we  and  our  Allies  fighting 
for  ?  Without  attempting  to  deal  fully  with  the 
considerations  which  may  be  adduced  in  connexion 
with  each  separate  branch  of  this  subject,  it  may 
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perhaps  be  as  well  to  make  a  catalogue — and  possibly 
an  incomplete  catalogue — of  the  objects  which  we 
seek  to  attain. 

In  the  first  place,  we  are  fighting  for  the  mainten- 
ance of  the  British  Empire  and  for  our  own  existence 
as  a  nation.  It  may  be  hoped  that  the  truth  of  this 
statement  is  now  very  generally  recognized  by  the 
people  of  this  country.  There  appears  every  reason 
to  hold  that  it  is  now  fully  recognized  by  the  people 
of  that  "  Greater  Britain "  which  lies  overseas. 
Canada,  Australia,  New  Zealand,  and  South  Africa 
feel  no  doubt  on  the  subject.  Nevertheless,  some 
politicians,  mostly  of  an  obscure  type,  have  at  times 
endeavoured  to  persuade  the  British  working  men  that 
they  have  no  real  interest  in  this  war,  and  that  the 
triumph  of  the  German  arms  would  not  adversely 
affect  their  fortunes  or  materially  change  the  course 
of  their  lives.  There  cannot  be  a  greater  error.  It 
is  no  exaggeration  to  say  that  a  complete  German 
victory  would  exercise  a  profound  effect  on  the  political 
status,  the  material  wealth,  the  social  condition,  and 
the  surrounding  moral  atmosphere  of  every  individual 
subject  of  King  George  V.  A  partial  victory  would 
produce  changes  in  proportion  to  its  extent.  Let  it 
not  be  supposed  for  one  moment  that  any  degree  of 
statesmanlike  generosity  would  be  extended  to  the 
vanquished.  Englishmen  have  been  slow  to  recognize 
the  extent  to  which  the  old  Germany,  with  its  really 
noble  aspirations  and  high  standard  of  morals,  has 
passed  away.  Its  place  has  been  taken  by  a  Germany 
one  of  whose  principal  national  characteristics  is 
extreme  vindictiveness  and  a  catholic  capacity  for 
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hating  other  nations.  According  to  the  testimony 
of  all  competent  observers,  the  hatred  for  England 
which  existed  before  the  war  exceeded  anything  which 
we  could  have  believed  possible.  It  has,  of  course, 
now  been  increased  tenfold.  The  German  Heine 
said  :  "  The  Germans  are  altogether  more  vindictive 
than  the  Latin  races.  They  are  idealists  in  hating." 
He  added  that  the  Germans  hate  not  only  what  their 
enemies  do  but  what  they  think.  The  fact  is  not 
surprising  in  so  far  as  the  English  are  concerned, 
for  the  whole  of  English  thought,  whether  interpreted 
by  philosophers,  politicians,  or  journalists,  has  for  a 
long /time  past  run  on  lines  diametrically  opposed  to 
German  processes  of  ratiocination.  The  former  has 
been  invariably  tinged  with  altruism.  The  latter 
has  been  the  he  plus  ultra  of  egoism. 

We  are  also  fighting  for  the  maintenance  of  that 
"  freedom  of  the  seas  "  to  which  the  Germans  say 
they  aspire.  The  expression  in  their  mouths  is 
merely  a  euphemism  for  the  destruction  of  that 
maritime  supremacy  on  which  our  existence  as  a 
nation  depends. 

We  are  fighting  in  order  that  the  smaller  nation- 
alities of  the  world  may  enjoy  that  "  place  in  the 
sun  "  of  which  Germany  virtually  claims  a  monopoly, 
and  notably  that  Holland,  Belgium,  and  Denmark 
should  not  become  German  provinces. 

We  are  fighting  in  order  that,  when  the  map  of 
Europe  comes  to  be  rearranged — and  some  rearrange- 
ment will  certainly  be  necessary — the  frontiers  should, 
so  far  as  is  possible,  be  ethnic,  and  should  be  made 
to  depend,  not  on  commercial  or  strategical  con- 
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siderations,  but  on  community  of  race,  language,  and 
religion. 

We  are  fighting  that  the  provinces  of  Alsace  and 
Lorraine  should  be  returned  to  their  rightful  owners, 
and  in  order  to  prevent  the  vastly  superior  civilization 
of  France  from  being  crushed  under  the  heel  of  latter- 
day  German  barbarism.  Can  any  one  imagine  a 
world  no  longer  illuminated  by  the  vivifying  ray  of 
French  genius  ?  Truly,  as  a  distinguished  Frenchman 
has  said,  if  France  disappeared,  "  le  monde  y  perdrait 
son  sourire." 

We  are  fighting  in  order  that  the  Slav  race  should 
not  be  crushed  out  of  existence  by  the  Teuton.  Of 
all  the  singular  vagaries  of  ephemeral  public  opinion 
in  this  country,  surely  one  of  the  most  extraordinary 
is  that  which  has  led  certain  very  ill-informed  English- 
men to  exalt  the  civilization  of  Germany  over  that  of 
Russia.  A  recent  manifesto  of  the  Independent 
Labour  Party  stated  that  "  if  Russia  is  permitted 
to  gratify  her  territorial  ambition  and  extend  her 
Cossack  rule,  civilization  and  democracy  will  be 
gravely  imperilled,"  and  Mr.  Keir  Hardie  has  spoken 
of  that  "  great  black-bloodstained  monster,  Russia." 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  is  not  Russia  but  Germany 
which  threatens  civilization  and  democracy.  Russia 
entered  late  into  the  comity  of  civilized  nations,  but 
is  now  gradually  developing  her  institutions  on  lines 
which  conform  to  the  high  ideals  and  moral  standards 
of  the  best  political  thought  of  the  century.  The 
triumph  of  Germany  would,  on  the  other  hand, 
connote  the  complete  shipwreck  of  those  ideals  and 
the  total  abrogation  of  those  moral  standards,  more 
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especially  as  they  are  conceived  by  Mr.  Keir  Hardie 
and  his  associates.  The  force  of  political  miscalcula- 
tion can  hardly  go  further  than  in  supposing  that  the 
triumph  of  German  arms  would  involve  the  triumph 
of  the  German  Socialists,  large  numbers  of  whom 
are  moderate  Liberals  and  no  more  Socialists,  in  the 
general  acceptation  of  the  term,  than  I  am.  The 
very  contrary  is  the  case.  The  only  hope  of  the 
German  Socialists,  and  indirectly  of  their  sympathizers 
in  other  countries,  lies  in  the  success  of  the  Allies. 
Mr.  Harbutt  Dawson,  in  his  very  remarkable  work 
entitled  What  is  Wrong  with  Germany  ?  says  with 
great  truth  :  "  For  the  German  nation  in  its  present 
mood,  did  it  but  know,  success  would  be  an  infinitely 
greater  misfortune  than  defeat,  since  victory  would 
seem  to  sanctify  force  and  justify  the  spirit  of  arro- 
gance and  aggression  which  has  led  Germany  to  break 
treaties,  to  trample  underfoot  the  rights  of  small 
States,  and  to  defy  the  moral  sense  of  the  world." 
Paradoxical  as  it  may  appear,  there  cannot  be  the 
smallest  doubt  of  the  truth  of  this  statement. 
German  democrats,  Mr.  Dawson  adds,  "  know  in 
their  hearts  that  the  popular  cause  would  be  best 
served  by  their  country's  thoroughgoing  defeat." 

We  are  fighting  that  Italy — the  nursery  of  ancient 
civilization,  the  home  of  modern  Liberalism,  the 
creation  of  genuine  national  aspirations  —  should 
gather  into  her  bosom  those  outlying  fragments  of 
the  Italian  nation  which  yearn  for  union  and  which 
now  shiver  under  the  unsympathetic  rule  of  the 
Teuton. 

We  are  fighting  in  order  to  expiate  one  of  the 
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greatest  political  crimes  of  the  bloodstained  eighteenth 
century — the  Partition  of  Poland,  which  so  ardent  a 
devotee  of  the  Hohenzollern  cult  as  the  German 
historian  Von  Sybel  has  been  obliged  to  recognize  was 
largely  due  to  the  "  utter  perfidy  "  of  Prussia.  Lord 
Eversley,  writing  in  a  recent  and  very  interesting 
work  of  the  action  of  Prussia  in  connexion  with  the 
second  Partition  of  Poland  in  1793,  says  :  "  In  the 
annals  of  Europe  there  had  been  no  more  shocking 
and  scandalous  transaction  "  ;  and  he  tears  to  shreds 
the  flimsy  apologies  offered  both  by  Carlyle  for  the 
conduct  of  Frederic  the  Great  in  dealing  with  the 
first,  and  by  later  historians  for  that  of  his  nephew 
and  successor  in  dealing  with  the  second  Partition. 
The  success  of  the  Allies  almost  necessarily  involves 
a  reconstituted  and  at  least  quasi-independent  Poland. 

We  are  fighting  that  heroic  Belgium  shall  not  be 
blotted  out  of  the  map  of  Europe,  and  that  adequate 
compensation  may  be  afforded  to  the  Belgian  people 
for  the  agony  which  they  have  endured. 

We  are  fighting  that  the  legitimate  aspirations  of 
Serbia  should  be  satisfied,  and  that  her  existence 
should  no  longer  be  menaced  by  Austrian  aggression. 

We  are  fighting  in  order  that  the  relations  of  the 
Balkan  States  with  each  other  should  be  so  regulated 
as  no  longer  to  constitute  a  standing  menace  to  the 
peace  of  Europe. 

We  are  fighting  that  Greece,  equally  with  Italy, 
should  gather  into  her  fold  some  of  her  sons  who  now 
groan  under  the  Turkish  yoke. 

We  are  fighting — although  the  fact  is  apparently 
as  yet  appreciated  by  only  a  section  of  American 
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citizens — in  order  that  all  those  general  principles  of 
government,  including  the  Monroe  Doctrine,  to  which 
Americans  cleave  with  all  their  heart  and  soul,  should 
remain  intact.  A  great  German  success  would 
shatter  them  into  fragments. 

We  are  righting  in  order  that  the  moral,  material, 
and  political  progress  of  India — one  of  the  greatest 
marvels  of  modern  times — should  not  be  arrested. 
We  are  bound  by  the  strongest  ties,  both  of  interest 
and  honour,  to  stand  by  the  Indian  people,  who 
during  the  present  crisis  have  conspicuously  shown 
their  loyalty  and  devotion  to  the  British  Crown. 

We  are  fighting  in  order  that  Egypt  should  continue 
to  advance  under  the  kindly  guidance  of  Great  Britain, 
and  that  the  Egyptian  people  should  not  be  subjected 
to  the  withering  hand  of  the  Prussian  or  the  Prussian- 
ized Turk.  There  cannot  be  a  shadow  of  doubt  as  to 
German  intentions  as  regards  Egypt.  The  country 
is  again  to  be  delivered  over  to  the  Turkish  Pashas, 
by  whom  in  former  times  it  was  so  woefully  mis- 
governed. Dr.  Rohrbach,  who  is  one  of  the  principal 
exponents  of  German  Weltpolitik,  wrote  in  1911: 
"  England  can  be  attacked  and  mortally  wounded  by 
land  from  Europe  only  in  one  place — Egypt.  .  .  . 
Egypt  is  a  prize  which  for  Turkey  would  be  well 
worth  the  risk  of  taking  sides  with  Germany  in  a 
war  with  England.  The  policy  of  protecting  Turkey, 
which  is  now  pursued  by  Germany,  has  no  object 
but  the  desire  to  effect  an  insurance  against  the 
danger  of  a  war  with  England." 

We  are  righting  in  order  that  Armenia  should  no 
longer  be  a  Turkish  slaughter-house,  and  that  the 
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people  of  that  sorely-stricken  country  should  acquire 
the  right  to  live. 

We  are  fighting  in  order  to  give  the  finishing  touch 
to  that  noble  work,  whose  achievement  constitutes 
one  of  the  greatest  claims  of  England  to  the  gratitude 
of  the  world — the  abolition  of  slavery.  It  may  be 
hoped  that,  as  one  consequence  of  the  war,  the 
malignant  influence  of  Turkey  —  the  only  surviving 
country  in  Europe  which  recognizes  the  status  of 
slavery — will  be  irrevocably  shattered. 

We  are  fighting  in  order  that  the  population  of 
many  portions  of  Central  Africa  should  learn  that 
Prussian  absolutism  does  not  truly  represent  Western 
civilization.  Surely  no  more  stinging  reproof  was 
ever  administered  to  a  nation  calling  itself  civilized 
than  is  contained  in  the  numerous  letters  recently 
addressed  by  the  Emirs  and  Chiefs  of  Northern  Nigeria 
to  the  English  Governor-General  of  that  province. 
One  of  them  (the  Emir  of  Kontagora)  writes  :  "  We 
are  continually  praying  God  that  he  will  give  you  the 
victory,  and  that  he  will  destroy  the  Germans,  because 
we  know  well  that  they  are  an  evil  people  of  evil 
customs  ;  therefore  may  God  not  help  them  at  all, 
because  theirs  is  the  custom  to  spoil  the  land."  And 
another  (the  Emir  of  Bornu)  writes  :  "  We  wish  but 
for  peace  under  the  King,  and  not  under  the 
Germans.  .  .  .  We  are  Moslems  and  not  pagans, 
for  we  are  free  to  worship  in  our  awn  way  and  our 
religion  is  not  interfered  with.  And  so  we  pray  God 
to  prosper  the  King  and  to  give  him  long  life.  We 
ask  you,  Governor  Lugard,  to  lay  this  our  message  of 
loyalty  before  the  King." 
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We  are  fighting  in  order  that,  in  South  Africa, 
Boer  and  Briton  may  work  out  their  own  political 
salvation  without  interference  from  any  unsym- 
pathetic aliens.  The  German  view  of  the  future  of 
South  Africa  was,  at  the  time  of  the  Boer  War,  thus 
explained  by  a  leading  German  newspaper  (the 
Deutsche  Zeitung) :  "  Every  work  of  civilization  [in 
South  Africa]  built  with  English  money  must  be 
destroyed.  The  land -must  be  devastated  in  such  a 
way  that  only  the  Boer  farmer  can  live  in  it." 

We  are  fighting  in  order  that  the  Turkish  hordes, 
who  for  five  hundred  years  have  camped  in  Europe, 
should  be  driven  back  into  Asia.  Of  all  the  questions 
which  will  confront  the  British  Government  when  the 
terms  of  peace  come  to  be  discussed,  none  is  more 
beset  with  difficulties  than  this,  for  we  have  to 
remember  that  England  is  a  great  Mohammedan 
Power.  We  must,  on  every  ground  of  high  policy, 
and  also  of  right  and  justice,  avoid  so  far  as  is  possible 
doing  or  saying  anything  calculated  to  offend  legiti- 
mate Moslem  opinion  or  sentiment.  At  the  same 
time,  as  Sir  Edward  Grey  explained  two  years  ago  in 
a  remarkable  speech,  it  must  be  fully  understood  that 
we  cannot  "  regulate  our  European  policy  so  as  to 
side  with  a  Mussulman  Power  when  that  Mussulman 
Power  rejects  the  advice  given  to  it."  That  Indian 
Moslems  will  thus  be  faced  with  a  most  embarrassing 
dilemma  cannot  be  doubted.  For  a  long  time  past 
they  have  been  led  to  believe  that  Russia  is  the 
principal  foe  and  England  the  leading  champion  of 
Islam.  They  now  see  England  and  Russia  moving 
hand  in  hand,  and  they  have  to  contemplate  the 
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probability  of  a  Russian  occupation  of  Constantinople. 
It  must  be  confessed  that  they  are  asked  to  turn  a 
very  sharp  corner.  None  the  less,  the  realities  of  the 
situation  have  to  be  faced.  The  crisis,  which  it  has 
long  been  foreseen  by  those  who  were  acquainted 
with  the  political  situation  of  both  India  and  the 
Near  East  would  sooner  or  later  occur,  has  arisen. 
The  presumed  interests  of  India  clash  with  the  policy 
which  circumstances  have  forced  on  the  British 
Government  in  Europe.  The  Indian  Moslems  will 
have  to  realize  that  hostility  to  the  Turk  does  not 
connote  hostility  to  Islam,  and  that  the  survival  and 
prosperity  of  the  Moslem  religion  are  not  in  any 
essential  points  identified  with  the  maintenance  of 
Turkish  temporal  rule  whether  in  Europe  or  parts  of 
Asia. 

The  list  of  objects  which  we  seek  to  attain  is  long. 
It  embraces  almost  every  subject  of  importance  which 
for  generations  past  has  engaged  the  attention  not 
only  of  British  statesmen  but  of  the  civilized  world. 
It  appeals  alike  to  self-interest,  to  honour,  and  to 
political  imagination.  Neither  is  it  complete,  for,  in 
truth,  all  the  episodes  enumerated  above  are  but 
different  phases  of  one  huge  struggle  between  rival 
methods  of  government  and  conflicting  theories  of  the 
lines  on  which  the  progress  of  the  world  should  for  the 
future  advance. 

It  has  been  often  stated  that  the  struggle  is  one 
between  democracy  and  autocracy.  The  definition 
is  true,  but  it  does  not  cover  the  whole  ground.  It 
would  be  more  correct  to  say,  in  the  words  of  Mr. 
Oliver  in  his  Ordeal  by  Battle,  that  issue  has  been 
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joined  between  "  the  modern  spirit  of  Germany  and 
the  unchanging  spirit  of  civilization."  It  will  be  well 
to  inquire  briefly  both  into  the  changes  which  the 
new  German  spirit  has  introduced  into  the  relations 
between  States,  and  into  the  effect  which  has  been 
produced  on  the  internal  conditions  of  Germany  itself. 

The  Moral  Collapse  of  Germany.    External  Relations. 

History  records  no  more  extraordinary  fact,  nor, 
when  it  is  properly  understood,  no  more  far-reaching 
tragedy,  than  the  complete  collapse — or,  to  use  an 
expressive  French  term,  the  degringolade — of  all  the 
moral  forces  of  Germany  which  has  taken  place  during 
the  last  forty  or  fifty  years.  The  statecraft  of  the 
eighteenth  century  was  profoundly  immoral,  and 
although  Frederic  the  Great,  who  in  his  youth  wrote 
a  book  which  gained  the  enthusiastic  praise  of  Voltaire, 
entitled  The  Anti-Machiavelli,  became  in  later  years 
the  high  priest  of  Machiavellism,  the  other  contempor- 
ary rulers  of  every  State  in  Europe  persistently  acted, 
in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  on  the  principles  laid  down 
by  the  great  Florentine  casuist  in  The  Prince. 
Occasionally  they  had  qualms  of  conscience.  Maria 
Theresa  wept  when  she  was  pressed  to  agree  to  the 
first  Partition  of  Poland,  but  none  the  less,  as  the 
Great  Frederic  cynically  remarked,  she  signed  the 
Partition  treaty.  In  every  State  in  the  world,  except 
Prussia,  the  growing  influence  of  humanitarian  ideas, 
the  more  constant  application  of  the  principles  of  the 
Christian  moral  code  in  the  domain  of  legislation,  the 
steady  development  of  liberal  institutions,  and  the 
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increased  recognition  of  the  right  of  homogeneous 
populations  to  constitute  themselves  into  separate 
nationalities,  together  with  other  causes,  have  collect- 
ively exerted  a  pressure  which  has  unceasingly  tended 
to  make  State  action  conform  more  and  more  closely 
to  the  best  moral  thought  of  the  day.  It  may  now  be 
said  without  exaggeration  that  the  diplomacy  and 
the  statecraft  of  the  rulers  in  all  democratic  countries 
harmonize  with  the  wishes  and  aspirations  of  the 
ruled,  and  that  both  parties  would  resent  any  attempt 
to  pronounce  a  complete  divorce  between  policy  and 
high  morality.  So  qualified  an  authority  as  Dr. 
Holland  Rose,  after  studying  the  archives  of  the 
Foreign  Office  for  twenty  years,  pronounced  the  verdict 
that  the  more  thoroughly  recent  British  policy  was 
examined  "  the  better  it  came  out." 

The  evolution  of  political  thought  and  action  in 
Prussia  has  proceeded  on  diametrically  opposite  lines. 
The  moralists  have  not  converted  the  potentates  and 
diplomatists.  It  is  the  latter  who,  with  the  assiduous 
and  very  powerful  help  of  a  choir  of  renegade  moralists, 
have  converted  the  whole  nation,  and  have  induced 
them  to  make  the  doctrine  that  "  might  is  right  " 
the  first  article  of  the  German  political  creed. 
Niebuhr,  albeit  he  was  a  Liberal  and  wrote  at  a  time 
when  extreme  realism  had  not  established  its  un- 
disputed sway  over  German  thought,  none  the  less 
composed  his  Roman  history  with  a  view  to  subserving 
the  aims  of  Prussian  policy.  Even  the  calm  and 
judicial  Ranke,  who  wrote  at  a  much  later  period, 
was  not  altogether  free  from  the  same  taint.  M. 
Antoine   Guilland,   in  his   work  entitled  Modem 
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Germany  and  her  Historians,  says  :  "  Ranke  was  not 
far  from  sharing  Hegel's  notion,  which,  became  that 
of  all  Prussian  historians — namely,  that  civilization 
is  spread  only  by  war  ;  that  '  the  bloody  human 
battles  are  only  at  bottom  the  struggles  of  moral 
energy.' "  Mommsen  went  much  further.  He 
devoted  his  great  talents  and  incomparable  learning 
to  writing  a  history  of  Rome,  which  was  in  reality 
nothing  but  a  glorification  of  force.  No  one,  M. 
Guilland  says  with  great  truth,  did  "  more  than 
Mommsen  in  bringing  about  the  reaction  against  the 
Christian  conception  of  human  life."  Sybel,  the 
learned  but  very  prejudiced  historian  of  the  French 
Revolution,  subordinated  everything  to  his  desire 
to  stimulate  the  cult  of  the  Hohenzollerns.  Much 
the  same  may  be  said  of  Droysen.  All  that  can  be 
advanced  in  palliation  of  these  perversions,  both  of 
historical  truth  and  of  public  morality,  is  that  for 
long  the  highest  minds  of  Germany  had  been  animated 
by  a  patriotic  and  perfectly  legitimate  desire  to  realize 
German  unity,  that  the  rival  ambitions  and  jealousies 
of  the  divers  peoples  of  Germany  and  their  rulers 
constituted  an  insuperable  obstacle  to  the  attainment 
of  their  wishes,  and  that  those  wishes  were  at  last 
fully  realized  by  the  ruthless  "  blood-and-iron  "  policy 
of  Prince  Bismarck  and  the  military  genius  of 
Moltke. 

The  successors  of  those  writers  who  have  been 
mentioned  above  out-Bismarcked  Bismarck.  Un- 
scrupulous as  were  the  diplomatic  and  political 
methods  adopted  by  that  great  statesman,  he  none 
the  less  recognized  that  he  could  not  with  impunity 
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flout  the  moral  sense  of  the  whole  civilized  world. 
Moreover,  his  acute  political  insight  led  him  cautiously 
to  confine  his  efforts  to  the  attainment  of  objects 
which  were  practicable.  He  held  fast  to  the  idea 
of  German  unity,  but  he  would  have  scouted  the 
notion  of  German  world-dominion.  His  successors 
threw  all  caution  to  the  winds.  Intoxicated  with  the 
results  so  far  obtained,  they  held  that  there  need  be 
no  limit  to  the  achievements  of  German  ambition 
by  the!  further  application  of  the  "  might  is  right " 
doctrine.  "  All  the  thinkers,  dreamers,  poets  and 
prophets,  with  but  few  exceptions,  were,"  as  Mr. 
Oliver  says,  "  commandeered  and  set  to  work  thinking, 
dreaming,  poetizing,  and  prophesying  to  the  glory 
of  the  Kaiser,  and  his  army,  and  his  navy,  and  his 
counsellors,  and  his  world  policy,  and  the  conquest 
and  expansion  which  are  entailed  therein."  Dr. 
Bamberger,  a  leading  German  Eadical,  said  :  "  The 
cult  of  the  House  of  Hohenzollern,  whereby  some 
historians  and,  following  their  example,  many  millions 
of  Germans  have  erected  their  veneration  for  the 
Hohenzollern  dynasty  into  an  ecstatic  and  mystic 
religion  is  a  species  of  fanaticism  without  parallel 
in  history.  Never  of  the  Antonines,  nor  of  the  Medici, 
nor  of  the  Bourbons,  nor  of  the  Hapsburgs,  was  it 
maintained  in  such  dithyrambic  strains  that  every 
ruler  of  their  house  must,  by  the  mere  fact  of  his 
existence,  be  a  pattern  of  superhuman  perfection 
lawfully  placed  on  the  throne."  The  Kaiser  lent 
himself  to  this  semi-deification  with  a  readiness  only 
to  be  paralleled  by  a  well-known  incident  in  the 
career  of  the  Macedonian  Alexander.  Although 
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apparently  imbued  with  an  almost  Chinese  belief 
in  ancestor  worship,  he  forgot  one  golden  maxim 
which  had  been  laid  down  by  the  most  eminent  of 
his  predecessors,  Frederic  the  Great :  "  Rulers  should 
always  remind  themselves  that  they  are  men  like 
the  least  of  their  subjects."  To  any  ordinary  non- 
German  mind  some  of  the  Kaiser's  utterances  appear 
scarcely  consistent  with  a  belief  in  his  complete 
sanity.  He  has  described  himself  as  "an  instrument 
of  God,"  and  he  has  embodied  the  fundamental 
article  of  his  political  system  in  the  astounding  phrase, 
"  There  is  only  one  law,  and  that  is  my  law." 

If  the  vagaries  of  German  absolutism  had  been 
reserved  for  exhibition  on  a  purely  German  stage, 
the  inhabitants  of  other  countries  might  have  regarded 
what  Mr.  Oliver  terms  this  "  mediaeval  masquerade  " 
with  comparative  indifference,  and  even  with  some 
degree  of  amusement.  But  such  was  far  from  being 
the  case.  The  principles  enunciated  by  Treitschke 
and  his  acolytes  struck  at  the  root  of  all  international 
amity,  and  were  utterly  subversive  of  the  canons 
regulating  the  relations  between  States  which  were 
generally  received  throughout  the  civilized  world. 
Treitschke  laid  down  that  "  in  the  case  of  a  State 
treaty,  an  undertaking  once  given  may  be  disregarded 
if  there  are  good  grounds  for  withdrawing  from  it.  .  .  . 
In  concluding  treaties  the  State  does  so  always  with 
the  tacit  reservation  that  there  is  no  power  beyond 
and  above  it  to  which  it  is  responsible,  and  it  must 
be  the  sole  judge  as  to  whether  it  is  expedient  to  re- 
spect its  obligations."  The  sympathies  of  Nietzsche, 
whose  influence  on  German  thought  and  policy  was 
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greatly  inferior  to  that  of  Treitschke,  were  cosmo- 
politan rather  than  Prussian.  He  disliked  militarism, 
and  even  went  so  far  as  to  speak  of  his  countrymen 
as  "  magnificent  blonde  brutes,  avidly  rampant  for 
spoil  and  victory."  One  of  the  main  objects  of  his 
philosophy  apparently  was  to  banish  Christian  mor- 
ality wholly  from  the  sphere  of  private  conduct. 
But  he  also,  speaking  of  treaty  obligations,  said  : 
"  He  who  commands,  what  need  has  he  of  agree- 
ments ?  "  The  enunciation  of  a  principle  in  such 
strict  conformity  with  the  code  of  Hohenzollern 
public  morals  was  in  itself  sufficient  to  ensure  his 
welcome  as  a  minor  oracle  of  absolutism. 

The  English  people  were  slow  to  wake  up  to  the 
danger  with  which  they,  in  common  with  the  rest  of 
the  civilized  world,  were  threatened.  Even  that 
small  minority  which  habitually  paid  some  attention 
to  foreign  affairs  were  reluctant  to  believe  that  the 
responsible  statesmen  of  a  Christian  and  civilized 
country  would,  in  the  realm  of  action,  trample  under- 
foot the  most  rudimentary  principles  on  which 
Christianity  and  civilization  are  alike  based.  The 
fact  that  an  army  of  professors,  endowed  with  great 
learning  and  with  supreme  ability  to  make  the  worse 
appear  the  better  cause,  had  for  at  least  a  generation 
past  been  dinning  the  teaching  of  Treitschke  and  his 
associates  into  the  minds  of  the  youth  of  Germany, 
and  had  thus  perverted  the  public  morals  of  the 
rising  generation,  was  either  ignored  or  its  sinister 
importance  was  not  fully  recognized.  The  crude 
realism  of  Bernhardi  was  regarded  as  merely  the 
raving  of  a  swashbuckler  and  a  megalomaniac,  which 
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could  exert  no  influence  on  the  action  of  responsible 
statesmen.  It  was  not  until  the  thunder-cloud  burst, 
and  an  astonished  world  learnt  that  the  treaty 
guaranteeing  the  neutrality  of  Belgium  was  to  be 
regarded  as  a  mere  "  scrap  of  paper,"  that  the  true 
facts  of  the  situation  were  fully  understood.  It  was 
then  at  last  realized  that  the  professorial  and  Imperial 
gospel  of  absolutism  and  duplicity  in  their  most 
extreme  forms  was  intended,  not  for  mere  academic 
discussion  in  the  classroom,  but  to  serve  as  a  practical 
guide  for  the  decisions  of  the  Council  chamber. 

Broadly  speaking,  therefore,  it  may  be  said  that, 
in  the  domain  of  international  relations,  the  triumph 
of  the  German  arms  would  substitute  the  perpetuation 
of  a  state  of  war  rather  than  the  maintenance  of 
peace  as  the  ideal  goal  which  the  rulers  of  the  world 
should  seek  to  attain.  The  leaders  of  German  thought, 
indeed,  openly  avow  that  "  war  is  the  noblest  and 
highest  expression  of  human  activity."  The  pre- 
dominance of  German  principles  would  foster  discord 
in  the  place  of  amity,  and  suspicion  in  the  place  of 
confidence.  Mr.  Oliver  scarcely  overshoots  the  mark 
when  he  says  that  the  new  German  code  of  morals, 
"  if  universally  adhered  to,  would  make  an  end  of 
human  society." 

The  moral  collapse  of  Germany.    Internal  Condition. 

It  is  far  more  difficult  to  form  a  correct  estimate 
of  the  extent,  if  any,  to  which  the  private  morality 
of  the  Germans  has  been  affected  by  the  shameless 
realism  which  has  unquestionably  poisoned  the  public 
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morals  of  the  nation.  Moreover,  a  thorough  examina- 
tion of  this  question  would  require  a  greater  knowledge 
of  the  inner  life  of  Germany  than  I  possess.  This 
branch  of  the  general  question  has  as  yet  scarcely 
received  the  attention  which  it  deserves.  The  subject 
is  one  of  the  utmost  importance,  for  it  cannot  be 
doubted  that  one  consequence  of  the  success  of  the 
German  arms  would  be  to  give  a  great  stimulus  to  the 
acceptation  by  the  rest  of  the  world  of  German 
methods  of  education,  German  practices,  and  German 
habits  of  thought.  It  is,  therefore,  very  necessary 
to  form  some  idea  of  what  Dr.  T.  F.  A.  Smith  calls 
"  the  soul  of  Germany."  1  Dr.  Smith  has  resided  for 
twelve  years  in  Germany.  He  matriculated  at  Erlangen, 
and  was  subsequently  appointed  English  lecturer 
at  the  Erlangen  University.  He  can  thus  speak 
with  some  experience  of  the  inner  life  of  Germany ; 
but  he  was  shabbily  treated  by  the  Bavarian  Govern- 
ment, and  it  is  possible  that  this  fact,  coupled  with  a 
very  natural  resentment  at  the  seething  and  rabid 
Anglophobia  displayed  by  the  circles  in  which  he 
lived,  may  have  created  a  certain  unconscious  bias 
in  his  own  mind.  His  work  is  in  reality  a  scathing 
indictment  against  the  whole  German  nation.  It 
may  be  that,  in  some  cases  his  generalizations  are  too 
sweeping.  Some  of  his  figures  also  certainly  require 
much  sifting  and  examination  before  any  conclusions 
based  on  them  can  be  accepted  with  confidence. 
Nevertheless,  he  brings  forward  certain  facts  from 
which  his  readers  may  deduce  their  own  inferences. 

1  The  Soul  of  Germany.  By  Thomas  F.  A.  Smith,  Ph.D.  London: 
Hutchinson  &  Co.  6s. 
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Relations  between  the  Sexes. 

There  are  many  tests  which  may  be  applied  in 
judging  of  the  standard  of  morality  prevalent  in  any 
country.  Of  these  one,  and  perhaps  not  the  least 
indicative,  is  to  inquire  into  the  esteem .  in  which 
women  are  held,  and  generally  into  the  ideas  current 
as  regards  the  relations  between  the  sexes.  Dr. 
Smith  clearly  entertains  a  very  strong  opinion  on  this 
subject.  He  considers  that  the  training  given  to 
girls  in  Germany,  excellent  though  it  is  in  many 
respects,  is  purely  intellectual,  and  does  not  in  any 
way  tend  to  form  the  character  ;  that  the  aim  of  the 
Government  schools  is  merely  to  turn  out  "  docile 
housewives  "  who,  in  after  life,  will  be  distinguished 
for  "  that  submissiveness  to  mere  man  which  is  so 
characteristic  of  German  women,"  and  who  as  mothers 
are  quite  incapable  of  instilling  into  their  children 
"  that  reverence  for  womanhood  which  inspires  the 
noblest  chivalry."  Moreover,  he  holds  that  immorality 
of  all  kinds  is  rampant  in  Germany,  and  is  not  con- 
demned by  public  opinion.  He  quotes  from  a  work 
recently  published  in  Berlin  to  show  that  the  "  old- 
fashioned  estimate  of  chastity  "  is  steadily  yielding 
to  the  pernicious  doctrine  of  free  love,  which  has 
obtained  "  wide  -  spread  acceptance."  It  may  be 
that  this  judgment  is  too  severe.  Nevertheless,  all 
the  statistical  and  other  evidence  forthcoming,  such 
as  the  steady  increase  in  the  number  of  illegitimate 
births,  the  prevalence  of  sexual  crime  of  various  sorts, 
and  the  singularly  abhorrent  nature  of  many  of  the 
crimes  of  this  description  which  figure  prominently 
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in  the  statistics  published  by  the  German  Govern- 
ment, all  point  to  the  conclusion  that  the  growth  of 
the  much-vaunted  Kultur  of  Germany,  which  is  at 
best  purely  intellectual,  appears  to  have  been  accom- 
panied by  a  distinct  degradation  of  the  moral  standard 
of  the  nation  in  so  far  as  the  relations  of  the  sexes  are 
concerned.  We  see  the  results  of  this  degradation 
in  the  treatment  recently  accorded  to  the  women  of 
Belgium.  The  civilized  world  has  shuddered  at  the 
revelations  made  by  the  studiously  judicial  and 
impartial  Committee  over  which  Lord  Bryce  presided. 

There  is  thus  sufficient  evidence  to  establish  a 
strong  prima  facie  case  that  the  success  of  the  German 
arms,  and  the  consequent  stimulus  which  would  be 
given  to  German  influence  throughout  the  world, 
would  encourage  immorality,  deteriorate  the  relations 
between  the  sexes,  and  generally  tend  to  lessen  the 
influence  of  women  and  to  lower  the  esteem  in  which 
they  are  held.  It  may  be  that  one  of  the  reasons 
why  the  suffragists  in  this  country  have  adopted  so 
strong  an  anti-German  attitude  is  that,  with  true 
feminine  instinct,  they  have  jumped  at  conclusions 
which  do  not  differ  widely  from  those  stated  above. 
If  this  conjecture  be  correct,  one  who  is  a  stubborn 
and  wholly  unrepentant  anti-suffragist  may  perhaps, 
without  offence,  be  allowed  to  offer  them  his  con- 
gratulations. The  issue  at  stake  far  transcends  in 
importance  the  mere  question  whether  women  are 
or  are  not  to  vote  for  Parliamentary  candidates.  It 
is  one  on  which  suffragists  and  anti-suffragists  may 
cordially  join  hands,  for  not  merely  the  position  of 
women,  but  the  exercise  of  that  legitimate  influence 
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which  no  one  in  this  country  is  disposed  to  challenge, 
are  alike  involved  in  the  issue. 

German  Duplicity. 

Another  test  which  may  be  applied  in  judging  of 
the  standard  of  national  morality  in  any  country  is 
to  inquire  how  far  veracity  is  esteemed  and  mendacity 
condemned.  Of  all  modern  statesmen,  Mr.  Gladstone 
was  probably  the  last  who  could  have  been  justly 
accused  of  blindness  towards  the  defects  of  his  own 
countrymen.  I  once  asked  him,  in  the  course  of  a 
conversation  dealing  with  some  of  these  defects,  what 
he  considered  the  most  prominent  of  Anglo-Saxon 
virtues.  He  replied  without  the  least  hesitation, 
"  Truthfulness."  The  world  has,  in  fact,  been  accus- 
tomed to  credit  the  whole  Teutonic  race  with  a 
special  regard  for  veracity.  The  popular  idea  of  a 
typical  German  during  the  pre-Bismarck  days  was 
that  he  was  an  idealist  whose  sentimentalism  at  times 
provoked  a  smile,  but  who  was  universally  honoured 
and  respected  for  his  thoroughness,  his  learning,  and, 
above  all,  for  his  truthfulness.  It  cannot  be  doubted 
that  individual  Germans  endowed  with  these  admirable 
qualities  still  exist.  It  may  be  hoped  that  they  will 
eventually  reassert  some  portion  of  their  influence 
when  the  fit  of  insanity  with  which  the  German  nation 
is  now  afflicted  has  passed  away.  But  they  have  for 
the  time  being  altogether  ceased  to  be  typical  of  the 
German  national  character.  The  Germany  of  the 
days  of  Schiller ;  the  Germany  which,  after  the 
disaster  of  Jena,  awoke  to  life  under  the  inspiring 
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influence  of  Stein,  Arndt,  Korner,  and  a  host  of  other 
warrior-thinkers  ;  the  Germany  which,  whilst  organ- 
izing its  material  resources,  did  not  decry  spiritual 
influence,  has  passed  away.  Its  representatives  have 
succumbed  to  the  worship  of  force.  As  a  national 
characteristic,  mendacity  has  taken  the  place  of 
veracity,  and  duplicity  that  of  straightforwardness. 
Dr.  Smith  goes  so  far  as  to  say  :  "  Lying  has  always 
been  the  foundation-stone  of  German  policy."  The 
judgment  is  severe,  but  it  is  justified  by  the  evidence. 
A  vein  of  duplicity  runs  through  the  whole  of  Prussian 
statesmanship  from  the  days  of  the  Great  Frederic 
downwards  such  as  is  unparalleled  in  the  history  of 
any  other  country.  Frederick  William,  the  King  of 
Prussia  who,  without  any  of  the  ability,  was  fully 
endowed  with  the  predatory  instincts  of  his  great 
predecessor,  did  not  hesitate,  in  1792,  to  pocket  the 
subsidy  of  £1,200,000  granted  to  him  by  the  British 
Government,  and  then  absolutely  to  refuse  to  fulfil  the 
obligations  which  he  had  incurred  in  order  to  obtain 
the  money.  "A  more  dishonourable  transaction,"  Lord 
Eversley  says,  "  it  would  not  be  easy  to  imagine." 
Prince  Bismarck  carried  on  the  tradition  of  duplicity 
in  various  transactions,  and  notably  by  falsifying 
the  famous  Ems  telegram.  The  flimsy  apologies  by 
which  the  present  race  of  German  statesmen,  after 
hounding  Austria  on  to  light  the  torch,  have  sought 
to  throw  the  responsibility  of  the  present  war  on 
others,  have  elicited  the  scorn  and  reprobation  of  the 
civilized  world.  No  Government,  and  especially  no 
Government  possessing  such  absolute  control  as  the 
German  over  the  thoughts  and  actions  of  its  country  - 
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men,  can  continue  through  several  generations  to  act 
on  principles  so  wholly  out  of  harmony  with  the 
tendencies  of  the  age,  without  in  the  end  producing 
a  profound  effect  on  national  character.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  the  German  nation  has  been  demoralized  to 
the  extent  of  assimilating  the  duplicity  of  its  rulers. 
The  fruits  are  shown  in  the  extraordinary  develop- 
ment of  a  hateful  system  which  can  only  be  explained 
to  English  readers  by  the  use  of  a  foreign  word — 
the  system  of  espionnage.  Every  English  schoolboy 
learns  that  the  most  opprobrious  epithet  which  can 
be  applied  to  him  is  to  call  him  a  "  sneak."  Even 
the  criminal  classes  have  established  "  Don't  nark  " 
as  the  first  article  of  the  code  which  inculcates  "  honour 
amongst  thieves."  German  training  has  proceeded 
on  wholly  opposite  lines.  What  is  called  Denunziation 
is  encouraged  in  the  German  schools  with  a  zeal 
worthy  of  the  Roman  Emperor  Tiberius,  and  from 
the  schools  the  system,  has  extended  to  the  whole 
population  of  the  country.  It  is,  Dr.  Smith  says, 
"  a  cancer-growth  with  infinite  roots  spread  through- 
out the  nation.  .  .  .  Everywhere  spying  and  tale- 
telling  form  just  as  essential  a  part  of  the  great 
system,  as  they  do  in  her  [Germany's]  relations  with 
other  lands."  This  verdict  is  confirmed  by  others 
who  can  speak  with  an  authority  equal  to  that  of 
Dr.  Smith. 

The  extent  to  which  mendacity  has  increased  in 
Germany  is  apparently  not  as  yet  recognized  by  such 
Germans  as  have  in  thought  partially  survived  the 
moral  cataclysm  which  has  engulfed  the  rest  of  the 
nation.    Professor  Adolf  Lasson  is  so  far  self -deluded 
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as  to  have  written  recently  to  a  friend  in  Scotland  in 
the  following  terms  :  "  We  are  truthful,  our  character- 
istics are  humanity,  gentleness,  conscience,  the  virtues 
of  Christ.  In  a  world  of  wickedness,  we  represent 
love,  and  God  is  with  us  !  "  Such  claims,  which  are 
characteristically  accompanied  by  the  arrogant  assur- 
ance that  the  Germans  are  "  morally  and  intellectually 
superior  to  all — without  peers,"  and  by  the  declaration 
that  the  reigning  Emperor  is,  like  Titus,  the  deliciae 
generis  humani,  can  only  be  received  with  derision. 
The  evidence  is  conclusive.  Truth,  which  according 
to  the  old  Greek  adage  is  the  fellow-citizen  of  the 
gods,  has  been  banished  from  Germany,  and  its 
banishment,  if  not  the  sole,  is  certainly  one  of  the 
principal  causes  of  the  collapse  of  German  morals. 


German  Brutality. 

Further  evidence  pointing  to  the  same  general 
conclusion  is  to  be  found  in  the  extraordinary  preval- 
ence of  crimes  of  violence  in  Germany,  and  in  the 
growing  spirit  of  brutality  which  pervades  the  whole 
nation.  Even  Treitschke,  the  great  apologist  for  the 
worship  of  force,  recognized  that  the  "  epidemic  of 
crime "  in  Germany  constituted  "  a  very  serious 
danger  to  the  nation,"  and  he  specially  alluded  to  the 
"  terrible  increase  in  crimes  of  shame  (rapes,  etc.)." 

The  schools  and  colleges  of  Germany,  although 
affording  an  education  which  is  scholastic  ally  not 
merely  equal  but  possibly  superior  to  that  given  in  any 
other  country,  do  nothing  to  train  the  character  be- 
yond instilling  into  the  minds  of  the  students  the  idea 
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that  it  is  their  duty  to  yield  absolute  and  unhesitat- 
ing obedience  to  the  orders  which  they  may  receive 
from  their  superiors.  They  have  become  nurseries  of 
brutality,  seed-beds  of  force -worship.  "  The  student," 
Dr.  Smith  says,  "  finds  himself  in  an  atmosphere  of 
intellectual  materialism  from  which  religious  and. 
moral  forces  have  been  banished.  In  this  world 
he  soon  discovers  that  to  be  a  hero  he  must  belong 
to  the  fighting,  swaggering,  drinking,  Don  Juan 
class."  The  youth  of  Germany,  thus  trained  and 
accustomed  to  bloodshed  by  the  frequent  duels  which 
are  a  concomitant  of  the  German  University  system, 
join  the  Army,  and  naturally  become  willing  agents, 
in  the  execution  of  that  policy  of  "  {rightfulness  " 
which,  in  the  form  of  sinking  unarmed  merchant 
vessels  with  their  living  freight  of  men,  women,  and 
children,  bombarding  and  dropping  bombs  on  un- 
fortified towns,  and  using  novel  and  cruel  methods  of 
war  in  flagrant  violation  of  recent  and  solemn  inter- 
national engagements,  has  shocked  the  moral  sense 
of  the  civilized  world.  To  those  who,  like  myself, 
are  old  enough  to  remember  the  events  of  the  Franco- 
Prussian  War  of  1870-71  there  would  certainly  appear 
strong  reasons  for  believing  that,  in  the  interval  which 
has  elapsed  since  that  great  contest,  there  has  been 
a  marked  change  for  the  worse  in  the  behaviour  of  the 
officers  and  men  of  the  German  Army.  Complaints 
of  brutality  were,  indeed,  then  heard,  but  nothing 
occurred  at  all  comparable  to  the  acts  of  ferocity 
perpetrated  against  individuals  during  the  present 
war,  or  the  vandalism  which  has  led  to  the  wanton 
destruction  of  such  buildings  as  the  Cathedral  at 
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Reims  and  the  Library  at  Louvain.  Brutality  has, 
in  forty-five  years,  apparently  become  more  brutish. 

It  is  difficult  for  Englishmen  to  understand  how 
the  public  opinion  of  any  nation  which  has  not  wholly 
lost  its  self-respect  can  tolerate  the  behaviour  of  the 
officers  of  the  German  Army  towards  the  civil  popula- 
tion. The  Zabern  incident,  which  arose  from  a  poor, 
helpless  cripple  being  slashed  across  the  back  by  the 
sabre  of  a  young  military  swashbuckler,  although  it 
earned  the  enthusiastic  approval  of  the  German 
Crown  Prince,  aroused  even  the  indignation  of  the 
submissive  people  of  Germany.  The  impotent 
Reichstag  condemned  the  action  by  two  hundred  and 
ninety-three  to  fifty-four  votes,  after  which  the  Zabern 
officers  were  reinstated  in  their  places,  and  even  com- 
mended. The  uniform  in  which  a  German  officer  lives, 
and  is  also  not  infrequently  buried,  is  made  to  condone 
offences  of  all  kinds  save  the  cardinal  sin  of  dis- 
obedience or  disrespect  to  the  omnipotent  State.  The 
behaviour  of  the  officers,  and  still  more  of  the  non- 
commissioned officers,  to  the  men  under  their  command 
is  no  less  brutal  than  that  towards  the  civil  population. 
Discipline  is  only  maintained  by  proceedings  which 
in  other  countries  would  speedily  lead  to  mutiny.  "  It 
was  stated  in  the  Reichstag  several  years  ago,"  Mr. 
Harbutt  Dawson  says,  "  that  during  a  period  of 
five  years  100,000  court-martialled  soldiers  had  been 
sentenced  to  an  aggregate  of  2300  years  of  penal 
servitude  and  16,000  years  of  imprisonment,"  and 
he  quotes  the  following  words  from  a  German  source — 
presumably  a  newspaper — as,  typical  of  the  working 
of  the  whole  system  : 
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Several  non-commissioned  officers  of  the  First  Regiment 
of  the  Field  Artillery  of  the  Guard  were  summoned  at  Berlin 
before  a  divisional  court-martial  charged  with  cruelly  mal- 
treating their  recruits.  Not  for  five  years  has  the  German 
public  been  shocked  by  such  disgraceful  details.  One  of  the 
ruffians  arraigned,  a  sergeant  named  Thamm,  is  accused  of 
misconduct  and  maltreatment  in  over  600  cases.  The  worst 
case  was  that  of  a  gunner  named  Knobbe,  who  recently  com- 
mitted suicide  to  escape  from  Thamm  and  his  like.  This 
unfortunate  "  defender  of  the  Fatherland  "  was  so  maltreated 
that  he  was  obliged  to  go  to  hospital.  When  he  returned  cured 
to  barracks  the  torture  was  renewed,  and  to  escape  it  he  flung 
himself  from  a  window  three  stories  high.  Kicks,  cuffings, 
pulling  of  ears  till  the  blood  came,  and  lashing  with  driving 
whips  were  among  the  ordinary  means  employed  by  these 
brutes  to  enforce  discipline  and  "  waken  up  "  backward  men. 
When  the  witnesses  were  asked  by  the  Court  why  they  did 
not  complain  to  their  superiors,  they  replied  that  they  were 
afraid  that  their  lot  would  be  in  consequence  worse  instead  of 
better.  General  surprise  is  expressed  here  that  this  systematic 
cruelty,  which  has  been  proceeding  for  years,  was  apparently 
unknown  to  the  officers  of  the  regiment. 

Can  such  things  be  in  this  twentieth  century  of 
the  Christian  era  ?  They  can,  and  it  is  the  duty  of 
every  inhabitant  of  countries  outside  Germany  to 
see  that  the  poison  does  not  spread,  and  to  unite  in 
crushing  out  of  existence  a  system  which  threatens 
to  wreck  the  civilization  of  the  world. 

Decay  of  Religion  in  Germany. 

We  may  think  that  a  scheme  of  government  wlr'ch 
involves  the  complete  destruction  of  individuality, 
and  which  turns  every  German  into  what  Mr.  Harbutt 
Dawson  calls  "  a  piece  of  mechanism,"  is  thoroughly 
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bad.  We  may  hold  that  in  establishing  the  cult  of 
the  Hohenzollerns  the  Germans  have  bowed  down  to 
a  false  god  who  has  exacted  the  most  cruel  sacrifices 
from  his  worshippers.  We  may  adopt  Dr.  Smith's 
view  that  the  fair  exterior  of  German  Kultur  is  a  mere 
external  veneer,  and  that,  in  Miltonic  language,  all 
within  is  "  false  and  hollow."  But  these  considera- 
tions should  not  blind  us  to  the  fact  that,  however 
false  the  German  ideal  may  be,  it  has  been  fully 
realized,  and  that  the  characteristic  thoroughness 
with  which  the  system  has  been  applied  has  been 
crowned  with  complete  success.  Some  sixty  years 
ago  a  talented  German  novelist  wrote  a  book  entitled 
European  Slave-Life.  It  was  a  counterblast  against 
Mrs.  Beecher  Stowe's  Uncle  Tom's  Cabin.  It  was 
designed  to  show  that  white  men  were  in  reality  no 
better  off  than  negroes,  and  that  there  existed  in 
Europe  a  system  of  slavery  which,  under  a  different 
name,  produced  results  as  pernicious  as  those  which 
at  the  time  prevailed  in  the  United  States  of  America. 
A  satirist,  were  he  so  minded,  might  truthfully  say 
that  the  theory  which  Hacklander  propounded  holds 
good  to  a  greater  extent  now  than  was  the  case  at 
the  time  when  he  wrote.  The  people  of  Germany 
have,  in  fact,  become  the  willing  slaves  of  a  system 
inaugurated  by  their  rulers  with  the  help  of  a  small 
band  of  statesmen  some  of  whom,  and  notably  Prince 
Bismarck,  have  applied  Hohenzollern  principles  with 
far  more  than  average  Hohenzollern  ability.  More- 
over, with  a  few  rare  exceptions,  the  Germans  exult 
in  their  slavery.  A  small  body  of  Socialists — to  their 
credit  be  it  said — have  at  times  raised  their  ineffectual 
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voices  in  protest,  but  the  mass  of  the  nation  pride 
themselves  on  wearing  the  chains  with  which  they  are 
bound.  If  by  the  words  "  popular  government "  is 
meant,  not  government  by  the  people  or  their  repre- 
sentatives, but  a  government  which  mirrors  the  wishes 
of  the  people  and  is  approved  by  public  opinion,  then 
it  must  be  conceded  that  the  German  Government  is, 
so  far  as  can  be  judged  by  all  outward  appearances, 
as  popular  as  that  of  any  of  the  great  democracies. 
In  no  sphere  of  action  has  the  Hohenzollern  system 
met  with  a  greater  degree  of  success  than  in  its 
endeavours  to  dominate  or  to  strangle  all  those  in- 
fluences which  might  otherwise  have  operated  as 
checks  upon  the  smooth  working  of  the  machine.  Of 
these,  the  most  important  are  religion  and  the  Press. 

There  is  good  reason  for  supposing  that  the 
influence  of  religion  in  Germany  has  for  many  years 
been  steadily  declining.  It  certainly  cannot  be 
doubted  that  the  views  of  many  of  the  leaders  of 
German  thought  are  frankly  atheistical.  Apart  from 
any  question  of  dogma,  it  would  be  difficult  to  imagine 
anything  more  utterly  opposed  to  the  spirit  of 
Christianity  than  the  following  utterance  of  that 
semi-lunatic  man  of  genius,  Nietzsche  : 

"  Justice  is  a  crack-brained  idea,  invented  and 
foisted  on  to  the  world  by  a  phantom.  It  is  of  no 
importance  to  me  whether  an  action  is  just  or  unjust. 
If  I  am  powerful  enough  to  perform  any  deed  whatso- 
ever, then  eo  ipso  I  am  justified  in  doing  it.  I  am 
empowered  by  myself,  and  require  no  other  authorisa- 
tion or  justification.  Power!  That  am  I  alone.  I 
am  the  mighty  one,  the  possessor  of  power.  Might 
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and  force  exist  only  in  me, — the  strong  and  mighty 
one."  Elsewhere  he  spoke  of  God  as  the  "  phantom 
of  the  orthodox."  Dr.  Smith  says  that  the  Professors, 
who  mould  the  plastic  mind  of  the  youth  of  the 
country,  are  "as  a  body  openly  contemptuous  and 
hostile  both  to  the  form  and  spirit  of  religion.  .  .  . 
Religion  has  become  non-effective  in  the  national  life 
of  Germany.  This  Divine  influence  has  been — to  use 
a  German  idiom  taken  from  the  electrical  world — 
■  switched  off.'  "  It  is  true  that  the  Kaiser  rarely 
fails  to  invoke  Divine  assistance  in  the  accomplish- 
ment of  his  most  arbitrary  enterprises  ;  but  without 
calling  in  question  the  sincerity  of  his  religious  con- 
victions, it  is  obvious  that  his  conception  of  the  Deity 
is  of  that  primitive  type  which  finds  expression  in 
the  Old  Testament  rather  than  of  that  which  has 
dominated  the  worship  and  opinion  of  the  civilized 
world  for  nineteen  hundred  and  fifteen  years.  The 
German  Church,  like  everything  else  German,  is 
admirably  organized,  but  the  clergy  depend  on  the 
Government  for  their  daily  bread.  The  oath  of 
allegiance  which  each  clergyman  takes  binds  him  to 
obedience  not  only  to  the  Kaiser  but  also  to  the 
"  State."  The  clergy,  therefore,  can  scarcely  be 
considered  as  anything  but  a  department  of  the 
German  Civil  Service.  One  Lutheran  Minister — 
Pastor  Umfrid  of  Stuttgart — was  bold  enough  to 
raise  his  voice  against  the  anti-Christian  teaching  of 
Treitschke.  But  his  case  appears  to  be  unique. 
More  recently,  Professor  Dr.  Walther  Shucking  of 
Marburg  has  sent  a  communication  to  the  Berliner 
Tageblatt  which  dwells  on  the  blessings  of  peace  and 
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exhorts  Germans  to  "  place  the  ideal  of  law  above 
the  ideal  of  might."  But  he  does  not  allude  to  the 
fact  that  the  process  which  he  commends  was  totally 
reversed  in  the  case  of  the  German  treatment  of 
Belgium.  He  is  careful  to  vaunt  the  Kaiser's  "  noble 
conception  of  humanity,"  and  to  praise  "  his  sense 
of  duty,  which  gives  him  the  strength  to  stand  by  his 
people  in  their  fight  to  the  victorious  end."  Broadly 
speaking,  it  may  be  said  that  the  German  Church 
has  been  either  unwilling  or  wholly  unable  to  do 
anything  to  stem  the  tide  of  materialism  and  brutality 
which,  after  gathering  head  for  many  years,  has  now 
swept  like  a  devastating  hurricane  over  the  country. 

The  German  Press. 

From  the  point  of  view  of  the  relations  of  Germany 
with  other  countries,  the  question  of  the  condition  of 
the  German  Press  is,  perhaps,  of  greater  practical 
importance  than  that  of  the  extent  to  which  the  influ- 
ence of  religion  has  decayed.  It  might  be  possible, 
when  the  conditions  of  peace  are  discussed,  to  come 
to  terms  with  an  irreligious  people.  It  is  far  more 
difficult  to  deal  with  a  nation  which  is  wholly  ignorant 
both  of  the  real  facts  of  the  situation  and  of  the 
mentality  of  its  opponents.  The  following  remarks  of 
Mr.  Harbutt  Dawson  deserve  very  special  attention  : 

The  result  of  the  State  control  of  public  thought  and  of  the 
nation's  too  willing  emasculation  of  its  own  faculty  of  judgment 
is  that  there  is  no  independent  national  opinion  in  Germany  to- 
day, for  that  which  is  called  national  opinion  is  merely  an 
inchoate,  unreasoning,  official  sentiment,  manufactured  like 
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any  other  product  of  the  State  machine.  The  nation  has 
handed  over  its  mind  and  conscience  to  the  Government,  than 
which  no  less  safe  custodian  for  treasure  so  precious  could 
be  found.  The  effect  of  this  spiritual  self-immolation  of  an 
entire  nation  we  have  seen  of  late  in  the  fact  that  it  is  impossible 
to  prove  to  the  German  people  that  their  Government  is 
capable  of  being  wrong. 

We  occasionally  hear  a  good  deal  of  the  harm 
which  is  done  by  the  existence  of  a  perfectly  free  Press. 
That  there  is  some  force  in  these  arguments,  when 
considered  exclusively  on  their  own  merits,  no  impartial 
political  observer  will  be  disposed  to  deny.  Unques- 
tionably liberty  at  times  degenerates  into  unbridled 
licence.  I  was  most  reluctantly  obliged  to  admit,  as 
the  result  of  a  long  and  very  patient  trial,  that  a 
wholly  unfettered  Press  in  Egypt  did  on  the  whole 
more  harm  than  good.  But  countries  such  as  India 
and  Egypt  occupy  an  exceptional  position  which 
places  them  in  some  degree  outside  the  range  of  argu- 
ments which  apply  in  other  and  more  homogeneous 
countries.  The  real  defence  of  a  free  Press  does  not 
consist  in  maintaining  that  the  editors  of  newspapers 
invariably  conduct  their  business  with  judgment ? 
political  insight,  and  with  a  due  sense  of  the  responsi- 
bility of  their  positions.  It  consists  rather  in  pointing 
to  the  state  of  things  which  is  produced  in  countries 
where  the  Press  is  not  free.  The  most  notable  instance 
in  point  is  that  of  Germany.  It  may  confidently  be 
asserted  that  even  the  most  severe  English  critic  of 
the  Press  of  his  own  country  would  prefer  to  suffer 
from  the  occasional  vagaries  which  are  a  consequence 
of  unrestricted  freedom  rather  than  submit  to  the 
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appalling  abuses  which  arise  when,  as  in  the  case  of 
Germany,  a  whole  nation  is  misled,  misguided,  and 
muzzled. 

Dr.  Smith  does  not  hesitate  to  accuse  the  German 
Press  of  venality.  "  Its  voice,"  he  says,  "  may  be, 
and  is,  bought  and  sold.  Its  financial  position  is 
much  too  precarious  to  encourage  the  hope  that  they 
[the  newspaper  editors]  are  above  corruption."  It 
may  be  that  this  generalization  is  too  sweeping. 
Nevertheless,  I  can  adduce  from  my  own  experience 
a  fact  which  certainly  gives  some  colour  to  Dr.  Smith's 
accusation.  In  1885  an  Egyptian  Loan,  guaranteed 
by  the  Great  Powers  of  Europe,  was  issued  simultane- 
ously in  London,  Paris,  and  Berlin.  The  incidental 
expenses  incurred  in  London  only  amounted  to  a  few 
hundreds  of  pounds,  which  were  sufficient  to  cover 
the  cost  of  printing,  advertising,  and  other  perfectly 
legitimate  charges.  The  expenses  incurred  in  Berlin 
amounted  to  some  £8000.  No  explanation  was  ever 
proffered  or  demanded  to  account  for  the  large  dif- 
ference, but  it  obviously  arose  from  the  presumed 
necessity  of  paying  the  German  newspapers  not  so 
much  to  afford  support — for  no  support  was  necessary 
— as  to  abstain  from  attack  and  misrepresentation. 
I  may  perhaps  for  a  moment  digress  from  the  imme- 
diate subject  now  under  discussion  in  order  to  mention 
that  on  one  occasion  it  became  my  duty  to  institute 
a  very  searching  inquiry  into  the  expenditure  incurred 
by  the  spendthrift  ruler  of  Egypt,  Ismail  Pasha.  The 
English  Press,  so  far  as  purity  of  intention  was  con- 
cerned, stood  the  test  very  well,  but  conclusive 
evidence  was  adduced  to  prove  that  the  motives 
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which  had  guided  the  attitude  of  many  newspapers  on 
the  Continent  of  Europe,  which  in  this  case  were  not 
German,  were  not  wholly  disinterested. 

Whether  the  German  Press  is  or  is  not  altogether 
venal  may  perhaps  be  a  matter  of  doubt,  but  there 
can  be  no  doubt  whatever  that  it  is  absolutely  under 
the  control  of  the  Government,  and  that  whilst  not 
only  latitude  but  extreme  licence  is  allowed  in  dis- 
cussing the  affairs  of  foreign  countries  and  in  pouring 
vituperation  on  their  rulers,  very  scant  liberty  is 
permitted  in  discussing  the  internal  affairs  of  Germany. 
It  is  extraordinary  that  some  sixty  millions  of  people, 
whose  standard  of  general  intelligence  and  education 
is  distinctly  high,  should  willingly  tolerate  such  a 
degree  of  servitude.  But  what  is  far  more  extra- 
ordinary is  that  this  same  people,  knowing  full  well 
the  conditions  under  which  newspapers  are  issued  in 
Germany,  should  believe  what  they  say.  The  mass 
of  the  public,  however,  appear  to  place  implicit  con- 
fidence in  the  trash  which  is  communicated  to  them 
through  the  agency  of  the  Government  Press  Bureau. 
Here,  as  elsewhere,  everything  is  sacrificed  to  the 
maintenance  of  that  monstrous  conception  which  has 
been  the  sole  contribution  of  Prussia  to  the  political 
thought  of  the  world — the  omnipotent  and  omni- 
present "  State."  Truly,  as  Dr.  Smith  says,  "  a 
healthy-toned  national  Press  has  long  been  one  of 
Germany's  most  crying  needs."  Until  the  political 
institutions  of  Germany  are  so  far  modified  as  to 
admit  of  the  creation  of  such  a  Press  there  can  be  but 
little  hope  either  of  internal  regeneration  or  of  the 
re-establishment  of  some  degree  of  lasting  concord 
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between  Germans  and  the  inhabitants  of  other 
countries. 

Kaiserism. 

An  attempt  has  thus  been  made  to  summarize  the 
consequences  which  have  ensued,  both  in  respect  to 
public  and  private  morals,  from  the  German  endeavour 
to  substitute  wholly  different  ideals  of  civilization 
in  the  place  of  those  which  have  heretofore  been 
sanctioned  by  the  public  opinion  of  the  rest  of  the 
world.  It  is  extremely  difficult  for  Englishmen  to 
realize  fully  the  change  which  has  taken  place  in 
Germany,  or  the  moral  and  material  dangers  with 
which  they,  in  common  with  all  other  civilized 
communities,  are  threatened.  They  find  themselves 
brought  in  contact  with  an  intellectual  and  moral 
atmosphere  to  which  they  are  wholly  unaccustomed. 
They  are  bewildered  by  a  sophistry  with  which  they 
are  totally  unfamiliar.  They  cannot  believe  that 
ideas  which  are  so  absolutely  at  variance  with  their 
own  can  be  generally  entertained  by  any  nation  which 
has  preserved  its  sanity  and  mental  equilibrium. 
Nevertheless,  it  is  high  time  that  they  should  realize 
the  absolute  truth  of  the  judgment  delivered  by  Mr. 
Harbutt  Dawson,  who  says  : 

Germany  stands  forth,  on  its  own  confession,  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  national  and  social  conceptions,  ideals,  and  aims 
which  are  entirely  alien  to  those  pursued  by  other  civilised 
nations.  Its  culture  is  a  tribal  culture  based  on  force,  yet  it 
seeks  to  impose  this  culture  on  mankind  for  mankind's  benefit. 
German  national  life  has  been  perverted  into  an  immense 
egoism  which  views  the  whole  world  as  an  arena  for  sordid 
ambitions  and  giddy  conquests  which,  if  realised,  would  throw 
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back  civilisation,  and  in  the  end  compel  mankind  to  do  much 
of  its  work  over  again.  Germany  is  still,  in  fact,  in  the  fighting 
stage  of  human  development,  a  stage  in  which  every  man's 
hand  is  against  his  neighbour.  A  country  with  such  ideals  is 
a  menace  not  only  to  Europe  but  to  the  world  at  large. 

At  the  commencement  of  this  essay  a  list  was 
given  of  the  objects  which  Great  Britain  and  her 
Allies  seek  to  obtain  at  the  close  of  the  present  war. 
We  are  now  in  a  position  to  embrace  all  those  objects 
in  one  general  definition.  It  is  often  said  that  we 
are  fighting  to  crush  "  militarism."  What  is  meant 
by  "  militarism  "  ?  If  by  that  term  it  is  intended  to 
imply  the  adoption  of  a  system  under  which  the 
military  would  predominate  over  the  civil  elements 
in  the  government  of  the  country,  and  the  introduc- 
tion of  practices  and  habits  of  thought  at  all  similar 
to  those  which  prevail  in  Germany,  then  no  one  can 
be  a  stronger  anti-militarist  than  myself.  But,  by  a 
strange  perversion  of  thought,  the  term  has  in  this 
country  often  been  made  to  apply  to  a  phase  of 
opinion  which  merely  aims  at  improving  the  efficiency 
of  the  Army.  Moreover,  in  some  quarters  it  appears 
to  be  held  that  the  encouragement  of  ' '  militarism," 
in  the  legitimate  and  rational  sense  of  the  term,  must 
necessarily  involve  the  growth  of  the  highly  obnoxious 
type  of  4 !  militarism."  I  believe  that  this  is  a  pure 
delusion.  I  maintain  that  there  is  not  the  smallest 
risk  of  German  militarism  ever  seriously  taking  root 
in  this  country.  However  this  may  be,  it  will  be 
well  to  avoid  the  use  of  so  ambiguous  an  expression. 
It  will  be  more  correct  to  say  that  we  are  fighting 
to  suppress,  not  militarism,  but  Kaiserism.  This 
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Kaiserism,  Mr.  Harbutt  Dawson  very  truly  says, 
"  is  a  system  which  enslaves  both  mind  and  conscience, 
perverts  judgment,  and  makes  a  healthy  and  honest 
public  opinion  impossible.  It  is  based  upon  the 
negation  of  all  thought  and  conviction.  It  reduces 
free  men  to  the  level  of  serfs  and  it  undermines  the 
very  foundations  of  constitutional  government.  A 
nation  which  assents  to  or  tolerates  such  a  system 
cannot  claim  to  be  a  nation  of  free  citizens  or  even 
of  good  subjects.  This  is  one  of  the  things  that  are 
to-day  most  wrong  in  Germany." 

The  points  to  which  allusion  was  made  at  the 
commencement  of  this  essay  are  all  of  great  import- 
ance. It  is  desirable  that  the  provinces  of  Alsace  and 
Lorraine  should  revert  to  France,  that  Poland  should 
acquire  its  independence  or  semi-independence,  that 
the  very  legitimate  aspirations  of  Italy  and  of  Serbia 
should  be  satisfied,  that  Belgium  should  be  saved  from 
ruin,  and  that  the  Turk  should  be  driven  out  of  Europe. 
But  whether  the  scene  of  action  be  the  plains  of 
Flanders  or  the  swamps  of  Galicia,  the  banks  of  the 
Isonzo  or  those  of  the  Euphrates,  the  Dardanelles 
or  the  South  African  veld,  the  main  cause  for  which 
we  are  fighting  is  the  same.  It  is  the  final  and  com- 
plete suppression  of  Kaiserism.  Unless  this  object  be 
achieved,  the  lives  of  the  gallant  Britons,  Frenchmen, 
Belgians,  Eussians,  and  Italians  which  have  been 
sacrificed  in  the  cause  of  civilization  will  have  been 
spent  in  vain.  Talleyrand  once  said  that  any  one  who 
could  induce  Napoleon  to  keep  quiet  would  confer 
a  benefit  on  the  universe.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  present 
generation  of  men  to  confer  a  somewhat  similar  benefit 
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on  their  contemporaries  and  on  posterity  by  fettering 
for  all  time  the  action  of  the  Kaiser  and  his  successors. 
It  is  this  which  differentiates  the  present  war  from 
all  others  recorded  in  history.  Although  it  is  in  a 
sense  true  that  at  the.  commencement  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary wars  the  Allies  of  that  time  were  fighting 
for  a  principle — and  in  their  case  a  wrong  principle — 
and  although  it  is  also  true  that  the  Napoleonic  wars 
had  for  their  chief  objective  the  destruction  of  the 
predominating  influence  of  one  man,  it  is  none  the 
less  a  fact  that  on  most  former  occasions  when  war 
has  been  waged  it  has  been  found  possible  to  arrange 
terms  of  peace  by  territorial  concessions  and  by 
compromises  of  various  sorts  upon  the  several  points 
at  issue  between  the  antagonists.  It  has  not  been 
necessary  to  demand  of  the  vanquished  that  they 
should  effect  a  complete  change,  not  only  in  their 
political  institutions,  but  also  in  the  fundamental 
principles  which  have  so  far  guided  their  public 
conduct.  In  the  present  instance,  unless  such  a 
change  can  be  brought  about,  the  principal  object 
of  the  war  will  not  have  been  attained. 

The  ancient  Greeks  held  that  if  any  State  had 
allowed  its  sanctuary  of  the  gods  to  be  polluted,  it 
must  undergo  purification  by  driving  out  what  they 
termed  to  ayos— "  the  accursed  thing."  "  The  accursed 
thing  "  of  modern  times  is  Kaiserism.  It  threatens  to 
pollute  the  whole  world.  It  must,  in  the  general 
interests  of  civilization,  be  expelled  from  its  birthplace, 
Germany.  How  can  this  change  be  effected  ?  Certainly 
not  by  patching  up  a  premature  and  unsatisfactory 
peace.    It  is  natural  enough  that  not  only  extreme 
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pacificists,  but  every  reasonable  man  who  does  not 
come  within  that  category,  should  wish  to  put  an 
early  stop  both  to  the  waste  of  treasure  which  is 
threatening  all  the  combatant  nations,  though  least 
of  all  England,  with  bankruptcy,  and  also — which  is 
much  more  important — to  that  terrible  loss  of  life 
which  is  chiefly  borne  by  the  flower  of  each  nation's 
manhood,  and  which  is  bringing  untold  grief  and 
desolation  to  the  homes  of  half,  and  probably  more 
than  half,  of  all  the  families  in  Europe.  Whispers 
are  already  heard  that  if  France  and  Belgium  were 
freed  from  the  presence  of  the  invaders,  and  if  some 
reasonable  concessions  were  made  to  Italy  and  Serbia, 
the  main  objects  of  the  war  would  have  been  achieved, 
and  that  peace  might  then  be  concluded.  There 
cannot  be  a  greater  fallacy.    The  temptation  to 
make  a  premature  peace  must  be  resisted.    We  owe 
it  to  ourselves,  to  our  posterity,  and  to  the  cause  of 
civilization  that  this  contest  should  be  fought  out  to 
a  finish.    A  premature  peace,  which  did  not  involve 
breaking  the  back  of  Kaiserism,  would  merely  mean 
a  renewal  of  the  contest  at  no  very  remote  period, 
whilst  during  the  interval  which  would  elapse  before 
it  was  renewed  the  whole  of  Europe  would  be  a 
military  camp,  social  and  other  reform  would  have 
to  be  indefinitely  postponed,  and  no  hope  could  be 
held  out  to  the  over-burthened  populations  of  the 
recently  combatant  countries  that  there  could  be  any 
diminution  of  armaments,  or  consequently  any  relief 
from  taxation. 
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The  Preliminary  Condition  to  the  Conclusion  of  Peace. 

It  is  sometimes  said  that  we  are  not  at  war  with 
the  German  nation,  but  only  with  a  clique  of  Germans. 
In  some  respects  the  argument  is  purely  fallacious. 
The  whole  German  nation  are  responsible  for  the  war. 
They  have  been  led  to  believe  that  they  are  fighting 
for  their  national  existence,  which  is  now  to  some 
extent  true,  though  the  fact  that  they  themselves 
provoked  the  war  is  studiously  hid  from  them.  Prince 
Biilow  was  quite  right  when  he  said  to  the  Reichstag  : 
"  In  no  country  in  the  world  are  the  Army  and  people 
so  closely  united  as  in  Germany.  When  we  say  the 
Army  is  the  German  nation  in  arms,  that  is  not  an 
empty  phrase,  but  the  simple  truth."  It  is  impos- 
sible, bearing  in  mind  the  nature  of  existing  political 
institutions  in  Germany,  to  separate  the  Army  from 
the  nation.  There  is,  however,  a  sense  in  which  this 
argument  is  valid.  The  control  of  the  whole  vast 
military  machine  of  Germany  is  in  the  hands  of  one 
individual,  who  is  assisted  and  often  inspired  by  a 
small  military  clique,  and  who  by  a  stroke  of  the  pen 
can  dispose  of  the  destinies  of  his  country  and  influ- 
ence those  of  Europe  with  as  great  ease  as  the  driver 
of  a  locomotive  can  turn  on  or  shut  off  steam.  The 
Kaiser  uttered  no  empty  boast  when  he  said  to  his 
soldiers  :  "  For  you  there  is  only  one  enemy,  and 
that  is  my  enemy."  No  satisfactory  peace  is  possible 
which  does  not  take  this  absolute  control  out  of  his 
hands. 

It  cannot  be  too  clearly  understood  that  the  main 
obstacle  which  stands  in  the  way  of  concluding  peace 


GERMANIA  CONTRA  MUNDUM  45 


consists  in  the  fact  that  it  is  useless  to  negotiate  with 
a  Government  and  nation  which  deliberately  assert 
the  right  to  violate  their  most  solemn  and  recent 
engagements,  should  they  find  it  convenient  to  do  so. 
After  the  experience  which  has  been  gained,  it  would 
be  sheer  folly  to  attach  any  value  to  whatsoever 
guarantees  the  existing  Government  of  Germany 
would  plight  its  faith.  The  German  nation  must 
collectively  become  parties  to  any  arrangements 
which  are  made.  The  German  Parliament  must 
cease  to  be  what  Mr.  Harbutt  Dawson  very  correctly 
calls  it,  "  a  mere  adjunct  of  the  Crown."  It  is  only 
thus  that  some  hopes  can  be  entertained  that  engage- 
ments will  be  respected  and  a  durable  peace  secured. 
Mr.  Harbutt  Dawson,  whose  words  have  been  fre- 
quently quoted,  not  only  on  account  of  his  intimate 
acquaintance  with  German  affairs,  but  also  because 
his  views  appear  to  me  to  be  eminently  wise  and 
statesmanlike,  says  : 

Nothing  short  of  a  full  and  unconditional  acceptance  of 
Parliamentary  government  as  free  nations  understand  it, 
guaranteed  by  consequential  amendments  of  the  Constitution, 
will  meet  Germany's  great  need. 

The  need  of  the  rest  of  Europe  is  identical  with  that  of 
Germany  itself. 

It  is  this  consideration  which  renders  it  imperative 
on  the  Allies  to  continue  the  contest  to  the  bitter  end 
at  whatsoever  cost  of  life  and  treasure.  It  cannot 
be  hoped  or  supposed  that  the  power  of  the  Hohen- 
zollerns  will  be  shattered,  or  that  German  political 
institutions  will  undergo  any  radical  change,  unless 
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the  defeat  of  Germany  is  decisive.  Even  then  the 
subject  will  require  most  skilful  treatment.  On  the 
one  hand,  if  Germany  is  defeated  the  Germans  cannot 
be  left  entirely  alone  to  work  out  their  own  political 
salvation,  for  experience  has  shown  that  their  existing 
institutions,  which  they  may  possibly  wish  to  preserve 
intact,  are  a  standing  menace  to  Europe.  On  the 
other  hand,  any  reforms  imposed  at  the  point  of  the 
sword  by  hostile  aliens,  whose  interference  would 
without  doubt  be  strongly  resented,  would  in  all 
probability  not  be  durable.  But  the  interests  of 
Europe  point  to  the  conclusion  that,  if  victorious,  the 
Allies  should  absolutely  refuse  to  discuss  the  terms  of 
peace  until  the  Germans  themselves  make  such 
changes  in  their  institutions  as  will  afford  some  solid 
guarantee  that  their  Army  is  brought  under  popular 
control,  and  that  it  shall  no  longer,  at  the  bidding 
of  an  absolutist  monarch,  constitute  a  danger  to  the 
rest  of  the  world.  This  can  only  be  effected  by  the 
introduction  of  genuine  constitutional  government 
in  the  place  of  the  sham  constitutionalism  which  at 
present  exists.  It  is  for  the  Germans  themselves  to 
decide  on  the  precise  nature  of  the  changes  which 
should  be  made.  It  is  for  the  Allies  to  judge  of  the 
adequacy  of  the  guarantees  which  will  be  given. 

Whether  it  will  be  possible  to  attain  this  object 
depends,  of  course,  on  the  success  of  our  arms.  The 
fight  will  be  long  and  arduous.  The  foe,  whatever 
other  defects  he  may  possess,  is  heroically  brave  and 
eminently  skilful.  But  the  tenacity  and  determination 
of  Great  Britain,  which  has  at  last  become  somewhat 
tardily  alive  to  the  degree  of  effort  which  is  required, 
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the  buoyant  loyalty  of  her  distant  offspring  in  both 
hemispheres,  the  heroic  courage  and  self-sacrifice  of 
France,  the  steadfastness  of  Russia,  the  dash  and 
enthusiasm  of  Italy,  the  endurance  of  Serbia,  the 
splendid  national  qualities  displayed  by  Belgium, 
and  the  fact,  which  is  by  no  means  devoid  of  moral 
importance,  that  the  best  elements  of  public  opinion 
throughout  the  civilized  world  sympathize  with  the 
cause  of  the  Allies,  should  carry  us  through.  We 
must  not  be  vanquished,  and  if  we  are  steadfast  and 
united  we  shall  not  be  vanquished. 

CROMER. 
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